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HERMANUS GOLF CLUB
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. Hermanus FynArts

. Kalfiefees

. Hawston Fish/Sea Festival
. Fynbos Celebration
alkerbay Outdoor

. Hermanus Whale Festival.
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Welcoming drink and food included.
R200 members, R230 non-members

Bank details: Hermanus Business Chamber;
Standard Bank; Branch Code: 050312;
Account no.: 082257833; Ref: Name.

Send PoP via WA to 0735383685/
info@hermanuschamber.com

BOOK NOW - SPACE LIMITED
@ Hermanus
=4/ BUSINESS CHAMBER
CLICK HERE TO BOOK AND PAY:
https://www.hermanuschamber.com/event/6-festivals-in-60-minutes/
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HBC comments on OM Budget

& Hermanus Business Chamber
[HBC) commented timeously
on the proposed Budget of the

Orverstrand Municipality (OM) for the
next financial year.

The HBC acknowledges that OM is one
of the best managed municipalities in
South Africa and applauds the clean
audit of 11 consecutive years, They
also appreciate OMs focus on finsn-
cial sustainability and maintaining
excellent services under challenging
cincumstances, such as repairing the
infrastructure damage experienced
duwing recent storms in record time.

The Chamber alse commends the
municipal manager, Dr Dean O'Neill,
on his doctoral thesis focusing on the
redevant theme of “whether the future
existence of municipalities would be
determined by their ability 10 remain
financially sustainable in an increasing-
ly constrained econarmic and politically
wolatile enwironment in their quest

to provide and maintain quality and
affordable services to all the residents
within their jurisdiction”.

Chairperson Jana Smith, in cooperation
with Trewor Edwards from the Cham-
ber's Focus Group on Infrastructure, Re-
witalisation and Municipal Interaction,
wihio put & bot of work into the report,
said they realised that many of the
COMMuUNity organisations, stakeholders
and citizens would be commenting on
their various interests regarding the
Draft Budget, and therefore the focus
of the Hermanus Business Chamber
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The WCCEF (Whale Coast Communi-
ty & Business Forum) has joined the
Hermanus Business Chamber and they
worked together on the report. Their
comments are as fellows:

+ Infrastructure under-investment:
The: propased amawnt of R152
million seems oo low and should be
between 15 = 18 % percent of the
budget a3 recommended by Treasury
guidelines - therefore R250 - RZT0
million. This could be sourced by sell-
ing under-utilised property assets.
Budget increases should be linked to
inflation and population growth, as
In other successful growth areas.

« Climate change: Its inmpact on the

emvironment as witnessed during

recent storms with damage to critical
infrastrecture (like water pipes and

roads) meeds 1o be provided for w

Prevent recurrende,

Adequate power and water resources

are essential for kong-term economic

growth and sustainabdlity in the

Creerstrand and should be pricritised

and funded sufficiently.

The sanitation infrastructure budget

provides for an emengency sewage

holding facility to prevent overflows
during periods of high occupation.

Consideration should be given to

MOVing SEwage pumping stations

away from lagoons and beaches to

reduce pollution since the Cver-

strand is an eco-tourism destination.

 Safety and Security: More should be
imvested in a safe environment and

prioritized to reduce crime in the
area by focusing on funding of sports
areas, parks and micro and small
businesses development.

The budgeted deficit of /115 million
is understandable, but cannot con-
tinue as it will crowd out investments
into infrastrecture, and expenditune
into growth opportunities.

Towrism is the main driver of eco-
nomic activity in the Overstrand

and a substantial amount of money
and tirme should be imvested and all
important stakeholders should be
imvolved. The funding of a 500-seat-
er conference centre needs to be
considered - similar to Cape Town's
International Conference Centre. It
could generate huge income.
Erwironmental Protection: The
budget should make adeguare
provision fior the maintenance and
management of thie Overstrand's
ecological assets, since it i responsi-
ble for much of the wealth generated
in the Overstrand throwgh tourism,
investment and increasing property
vidues.

Ward 4 industrial area is a major
rate-paying area but has no budget
priorities. The Chamber suggests the
establishment of an industrial area
dluster [similar to the CBD cluster)
with participants from businesses

in the area and Ward 4 Councillor 1o
ensure the anea will flourish,
Vagrancy and homelessness are haw-
ing a negative impact on businesses.
The HEC calls upon the munici-
pality to appoint a suitable social
waorker that can act as a liaison with

Membership cost:

* 1- 5 employees: R700 per year.
00 employees: R1 400 p.a.
ees: R2 500 p.a.
ode 050312; Account no: 082257833; Ref:
hip form and Proof of Payment to

and government organisations 1o
develop a sustainable solution to this
systemic problem.

* Salary guidelines of Treasury should
e fiollowed, but are higher than they
should be.

+ The New Harbour area offers great
|potential for economic and tourksm
opporiunities, induding cruise liner
opportunities. OM needs to assist
busing 5es 10 fecung long-térm
beases in that anea to foster invest-
ment, development and job creation,
The Community Centre could also
e enhanced to be a professional
Conference Centre.

+ The Hermanus Central Business
IDistrict is of crucial importance and
needs:

- CBD entrance beautification;

= Taxi Rank area revamping. Con-
sider a public-private partnership.

= CBD revitalisation plan needs to
be expedited 1o preserve appeal-
ing character,

= A managed parking solution is re-
quired to resolve the lack of avail:
able short-term parking. Should
be outsourced to a reputable
parking management company.
Will reduce crime and vagrancy
and create valuable jobs.

- Tourist bus parking and toilet
facilities - funding needs to be
aliocated.

= Swallow Park - allocate funding
10 sddress the challenges and
unbock its potential

+ Festive season lights: Business will
collaborate with OM 1o fund festive
season liahts in Hermanus. A Marine

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP

* The Hermanus Business Chamber is regarded as a credible, r
epresentative Voice of Business in the Overstrand, and growing strongly.
* Any Business in the Overstrand may join..
* New members get to introduce themselves on the Chamber’'s WhatsApp
group.More marketing opportunities available via the website
www.hermanuschamber.com.
« New members receive membership certificates at networking events.
« Marketing opportunities for your business — also via the website.
 Regular informative events and networking sessions.
» Members pay less to attend events than not-yet members.

» Networking with other businesses and supporting each other locally.
« Receiving reliable business information and relevant updates or notifications.
« Representation at high level with local, provincial and national government.

« Access to business training and economic development opportunities.
« Affordable membership fees — Income Tax deductible as a business expense.
« Expanding to the whole Overstrand area.
» Code of Ethics adopted to ensure commitment to business
compliance, service excellence, and creating a safe and sustainable
economic environment.

suggested, A street in Zwelihle 1o
be included to contribute to festive
spirit and job creation. A Lights Fes-
tival could become an annual tourist
attraction and enhance the local
economy and community relations.

+ The Voélklip camping area tourism

opporiunity has huge economic po-

ential and needs to be developed.

Rid tape needs to be reduced 1o

simplify business applications and

reduce the administrative burden on
businesses. Targets should be jointly
agreed and managed.

Micro and small businesses need

funding for a one-day micro and

small business conference with
speakers and axperts to enhance

Local Economic Development.

Traffic challenges around Oninus and

schools need urgent attention. We

realise there are prowincial plans
underway for the bridge and access
ingo town, but these plans should
beé expedited with discussions at
prowincial level,

+ Collaboration between Business,
Tourism and the Owverstrand Munacdi-
pality is essential and the Hermanus
Business Chamber suggests regular
discussions regarding economic
development oppartunities and job
creation.

To join the Chamber, contact Alta
Pretoriug at 073 538 3685 or info@
hermanuschamber.com.

warw. hermanuschamber.com,

Facebook: www.facebook.comiher-



